INSTRUMENT WHISPERER

Inspecting Ring-Handled
Forceps (Hemostats)

BY RICK SCHULTZ
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Common Hemostats and Jaws (Details)

he hemostat is the most popular instrument
category and is found in major, minor, orthopedic,
soft tissue and plastic trays. The most common
hemostatic forceps are the Hartman Mosquito
forceps, Halsted forceps, Kelly forceps, Crile forceps,
Rochester-Pean forceps and Ochsner (Kocher) forceps. Due
to the volume of hemostats in any given tray, the instruments
may not be inspected properly or at all.
The major components and inspection points of a hemostat are
illustrated here. When inspecting each hemostat, check the entire
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instrument for the presence of blood. Carefully examine the jaws
for dents and serrations for residual blood and tissue. Inspect
both sides of the hinged area (box lock) for cracks. Confirm that
the tips meet and test the ratchet.

In addition to improperly inspecting all or some portion
of hemostats, technicians often fail to learn the instruments’
proper names. Many count sheets list the nicknames of
hemostats. These nicknames should be changed to the
correct names, although the nicknames may be retained in
parentheses for reference.
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Hemostat FAQs

Q: What is the hinged area of a
hemostat called?

A: The hinged area of a hemostat is
referred to as the box lock.

Q: What area of the hemostat is the
most critical to inspect?

A: Always inspect both sides of the
hinged area (box lock) for cracks.

Q: How do hemostats crack?

A: Hemostats crack for a variety of
reasons. Most commonly, cracks
occur when over-clamping or if a
hemostat undergoes sterilization with
its ratchet closed.

Cracked Box Lock

Q: Can cracked box locks be welded
or repaired?

A: No. Cracked box locks must never
be welded or repaired. Doing so will
result in an unstable instrument that
may crack again or rust and cause
patient safety issues. The instrument
should be sent out for replacement,
possibly under warranty.

Q: What are the most challenging
parts of a hemostat to clean?

A: The most difficult parts of a
hemostat to clean are the jaws and
hinged area (box lock).
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Q: Should rubber tubing be put on
the jaws?

A: Never. It is dangerous to put
rubber tubing (usually to be used as
a tube occluding clamp) on the jaws
of a hemostat. Only use tube clamps,
which are specifically designed for
this purpose.

Tube Occluding Clamps
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Q: Can hemostats be used as tube
clamps?

A: No. Using hemostats as tube
clamps will result in bends and
cracks. Tube clamps, such as Vorse or
Presbyterian, are specifically designed
to clamp tubes, not hemostats.

Q: Can a Kelly hemostat be
substituted for a Crile?

A: No. They are different instruments
and should not be substituted. A Kelly
is 514" long with a half-serrated jaw. A
Crile is also 5%2" long; however, its jaw
is fully serrated.

Q: Can hemostats have teeth?
A: Yes. There are patterns that have
teeth either at the distal tip, like the
Ochsner (Kocher), or in the middle,
such as the Heaney-Ballentine.
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Q: If the jaws of a hemostat don’t
meet, can they be repaired?

A: Yes. If the jaws of a hemostat are
out of alignment, the instrument
should be sent out for repair. Thisis a
common repair for hemostats.

Ratchet Testing

Q: How does one test the ratchet of
a hemostat?

A: First, test the ratchet by slowly
locking the hemostat in each
position. Misalignment can be
detected by a jumping feeling when
opening and closing the ratchet.
Next, lock the instrument on the first
ratchet and gently tap the rings on a
flat work surface (such as a table, not
the palm of your hand). If the ratchet
holds after three or four taps, flip the
instrument over and repeat the test.
If a misalignment is identified or the
ratchet springs open during the test,
the instrument should be sent out for
repair.

Q: Are there different sizes and
numbers of ratchets on a hemostat?
A: Yes. The number and lengths of
the ratchets vary depending on the
instrument design. For example, Crile
hemostats, Peers towel clamps, and
Debakey forceps all have different
numbers of ratchets.
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Q: Should ratchets be left open
postoperatively and during sterilization?

A: Yes. Ratchets should be left wide open
postoperatively to allow anti-drying products,
such as moisturizing/enzymatics, to be
effective. Ratchets must also be left open
during sterilization to allow for proper steam
penetration and prevent cracking. ®

: My repair team
routinely leaves early.
How can | correct this?

- There are two options. The first is

to have a meeting with the regional
boss or sales manager and mandate the
duration of service that you want or need.
The second is to put your business out
to bid, noting the required duration for
service calls in your specifications.
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conferences and conducts Operating Room
personnel lectures across the country.

98 PROCESS MARCH/APRIL 2022
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HONORING UNSPOKEN HEROES
Healthcare Conference & Gala

The Scrub Ball will have attendees
from Perioperative Services,
ntcal Service, Dental and several

Scrub Ball is a dynamic
three-day event celebrating,
honoring and recognizing
YOU, the men and women
who have dedicated their
professional lives to serving
others in the field of
healthcare.

Wednesday, Thursday, Friday, Saturday
June 1-4, 2022
Dallas Marriott City Center

The best of the field converging in
Dallas Texas

info@scrubball.org

+ Networking

* Peer to Peer meetings

+ Leaders Grooming Leaders

+ 70's themed Meet and Greet
(best dressed prizes given)

+ Amazing speakers

« CEU's

» Comedy show

* Hero Awards

* Formal dinner and dance

After making it through the
most INTENSE years in
recent history, Scrub Ball is
just what the doctor ordered!
An opportunity to get-a-way,
unwind, reflect and simply
enjoy celebrating

people again.

For more information:
www.scrubball.org
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